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Lee Kin Chun, Elvis

2009 Advanced Diploma of Marketing, Melbourne Polytechnic
2011 Bachelor of Business, the University of Tasmania
Working at Jovial as Personal Assistant
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“Survaving in a ob 1s Just the first step for me.
1 aim to strive for excellence.
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“In the past, | thought the academic degree was a VIP entrance ticket to the society. But today | think ability is more important.”

What is the meaning of “ability” in Elvis’ understanding?

“My understanding is applying the knowledge acquired to current situations, working with a clear goal and a conscientious attitude, and handling
different situations flexibly. If a good academic degree holder does not have the mentioned abilities, he/ she can only work in a junior position.”

Elvis graduated from HKUE's marketing programme. He is now a personal assistant, whose job duties entail everything related to the baby spa
company. But Elvis treats his job seriously in order to train himself up.
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Elvis introduced every item in the Baby room to us during the interview. All these items are actually
handled by the therapists, but Elvis still understands the usage of each item so well.

Putting Theory into Practice with Good Preparation

"My job duty entails everything related to the company, including
planning, event execution, partnership and sales management......
Anything you can think of is part of my job." Elvis still tries his best to
maintain good quality of his work, although he always has a lot to do.
“When proposing my plan to the boss, | will do sufficient research and
analysis to support my idea. | have to make sure that the plan is practical
and workable." Elvis understands the importance of application. That was
also the reason why he had chosen to study at HKUE.

“My grades in the public examination were good enough to apply for F.6.
However, the teaching method in traditional schools, in which only theories
and memorizing skills are the only focus, was not what | had expected.
Hence, | looked for a school that could inspire me and | could learn
something practical.” HKUE did not let Elvis down.

"HKUE leads me to the Australian learning-style, in which creativity, applicability
and practicality are its focuses. This style is so different from the traditional
learning style that always requires students to recite textbooks. What | have
learnt in HKUE can all be applied to my current situations. Moreover, teachers are
very experienced as well. One of them is an expert in the Marketing and PR field.
She always illustrated the concepts with reallife examples, making us
well-prepared for our future workplace. And our presentations and assignments
were graded according to practicability and applicability. There was a time our
group work was criticized because we didn't do any research to back up our idea
before the presentation and the teacher's comment was ‘Result is more
important than theory. ' * This idea greatly inspired Elvis. Since then, he knew that
he couldn't work behind closed door. Hence, he has never forgotten to do a
competitive analysis before working on any plans until today.

Attitude is the Key for Victory

Elvis’ motto is “Surviving in a job is just the first step for me. | aim to strive for
excellence. This attitude for pursuing excellence was also taught by the teachers.

“| dared not to be lazy, seeing that the teachers are very hardworking. One of
my teachers came to teach us after work and he also furthered his education
in his spare time. He is a professional accountant! He always marks our
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papers until 2 to 3 a.m. the night before and comes to school at 8 a.m. sharp.

“Teachers are conscientious, too. They would look into the details of our
presentation. | was criticized for the improper layout of my PowerPoint
presentation before. The reason given was every little thing that can tell the
others if we are serious towards our work.”

He applies this good attitude to his current job too. When asking about the
company's future and the baby spa market, Elvis explained to us in detail.

“The Baby Spa market is booming. 'Having fun'is the selling point of most of
the companies. They don't really have professional knowledge on children
development. Until today there are more than twenty baby spa companies
around. But our baby spa founder is a pediatrician; hence we are adhering to
providing sufficient support for the physical and the mental development of
infants.’| also feel happy for Elvis'boss that he has such a good employee with
a positive attitude.

| am Capable

“At the commencement ceremony, | received a leaflet with a sentence
‘Ability is more important than educational background. This gave me
courage to finish my degree programme.”

Facing such a competitive environment, how can we reach a balance
between academic qualification and ability?

“I think an academic degree is just the foundation of my career, whereas
ability is more important. The commercial environment in Hong Kong is
extremely competitive, and employers usually put emphasis on results.
That's why my target is to help my company to open two more shops in the
coming two years.’

Good academic degrees are a must for professionals such as doctors and

engineers. But in the commercial sector, ability is sometimes more

important than the academic degree itself so as to stand out from the

crowd. Elvis' boss has entrusted Elvis to be the person in charge of the shop.
He has, in fact, set a good example by comprehensively demonstrating the

meaning of “Ability is more important than educational background”.
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