44

= REVEF

Jeeds of ‘Dream

RE &

Alumni Feature

FERH, Jack
01 EEEERENBREERGEESHR G EEE
I8 4 The Coffee Academics T{E » Bi{i & MNHERT

Lee Kam Wo, Jack
2011 Advanced Diploma of Hospitality, TAFE SA
Working at The Coffee Academics as Barista
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“Today, when thinking about how to
promote my own coffee shop,

1 awoys Like to think out of the box.” |3
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Jack was making cups of coffee, one after another, when | visited the café.Then, he started to talk:"Roasting is described by the
colour of roasted beans”| looked puzzled. He then illustrated this concept with the example of cooking a steak.”Colour is one
of the factors symbolizing the degree of roast, which is similar to how a steak is cooked. When a steak starts turning brown, it

remains pink inside. We then decide the degree of how the steak is cooked by recognizing the pink colour inside.” Jack is
passionate towards coffee. It seems that each coffee bean has been transformed into a seed for Jack to pursue his dream.
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Jack (Right middle) understands so well that he has to “Work Hard and Play
Hard"in order to live a balanced life. Thus, he participated actively in HKUE's
extra-curricular activities when he was a student.
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Jack won the champion in the Coffee Power Latte Art Championship.
Understanding Oneself Through Interactive Courses
“l can't imagine | can do something special.” said Jack.

Today Jack knows clearly that he likes to create. He has won several
competitions, including a first-runner up prize in an international Latte
Art competition held in New York.

“HKUE has adopted the Australian teaching style, which puts a lot of
emphasis on interactivity and creativity of students. This teaching
style is different from that of other colleges or universities in Hong
Kong. At school, | liked coffee and cocktail lessons the most. Teachers
always encouraged us to make creative drinks or Latte Art patterns,
and | gained higher marks in coffee compared to other subjects. |
started to realize and assert myself that | am a creative person within
these two years!”

This interactive platform has helped Jack to discover his
talent- Creativity, which is easily neglected in the traditional
education system. Jack might not be able to confirm his career
path in the past, but he recognized that he was interested in
coffee and cocktail at HKUE, which have led him to become a
successful barista today.

Practical Courses Prepared Students to Pursue for Dreams

“The programme includes classes other than coffee and cocktail, such
as marketing and finance, which seem to be irrelevant. But today |
understand that those lessons are important to my career too."Putting
theory into practice is what the teaching staff members of HKUE
concern.”

“What | have learnt at HKUE enhances my confidence in planning for
my future. | want to start my own coffee shop and promote good
coffees to the public. The marketing lessons made me understand the
importance of promotion. Hence, | am now using different online
channels, such as Instagram, Facebook and YouTube, to promote my
coffee.”

We need to equip ourselves with a diverse range of skills in order to
pursue dreams. Jack is already well-equipped, and he is able to grasp
any opportunities ahead. Opportunities are always given to those who
are well-prepared.

Unrestraint Teaching Environment Helps Enhancing
Students’ Critical Thinking Ability

“Teachers won't limit our thinking by giving us model answers. They
encourage independent thinking. Today, when thinking about how to
promote my own coffee shop, | always like to think out of the box too.”

“Black Jack” is my nickname, So | want to bring magic to the world of
coffee, and customers can enjoy coffee while playing magic at my café’.
| was amazed by Jack again. He is so different from the immature post
80s and 90s generations that we keep blaming for nowadays. Here, |
would like to give my best wishes to Jack and hope that he can soon
open his coffee shop and bring “Black Jack” to the Hong Kong's coffee
market.
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